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public opinion was too much against it, and in abdicating it
handed everything over to Pilsudski. Later in his life he said it
would have been better if he had assumed an absolute dictator-
ship, but at the outset he was dominated by the idea of legality,
and did not wish to be himself the "source of legal power in
Poland." He wanted a genuinely Polish Government constituted,
and he designed to work with and through it. Politically the new
State was in a ferment; the wine of freedom was heady. Pilsudski Js
view was that Revolution from the Left was always more dan-
gerous than from the Right, and therefore it was necessary to
take the Left into account first, and get it to participate in the
government of the country.
THE FIRST CABINET
Daszynski gave no trouble; on the contrary, he came to Warsaw
and co-operated with Pilsudski in an attempt to form a Cabinet of
the Left, but it failed owing to the opposition of the Right, with
the support of the People's or Populist Party (Ludowcy), headed
by Witos, a well-off Galician peasant, who had been a member of
the Reichsrat in Vienna. Pilsudski next entrusted the formation of
a Cabinet to Moraczewski, a Galician Socialist of a more moderate
type than Daszynski; Moraczewski was successful and his Govern-
ment took office on November 18, 1918, with himself as Prime
Minister, Wasilewski as Foreign Minister and Thugutt as Minis-
ter of the Interior. Four days later a decree appeared, signed by
Pilsudski, in which he stated that he assumed supreme power as
provisional Chief of the State, and would exercise it until the
institution of the first Seym, when he would transfer it to that
body.
A MOST DEMOCRATIC FRANCHISE
On November 28 two fresh decrees were published; the first
sanctioned an extemely democratic electoral law which had been
elaborated by Moraczewski, and the second set the general elec-
tion for January 26, 1919. The franchise was to be equal and
direct; to include both sexes, the voting age being fixed at 21; to
be secret, and based on the system of proportional representation.